a = 
o> 


wN 


FRIDAY 


Bright spots of winter 


nD Shows to put on your concert calendar 


HE PLAIN DEALER 
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FINAL EDITION 


Today’s weather 


Rain, ice 
oe 


and snow. 
+ + High: 48 
Low: 16 


Saturday: Snow, 18 | 8 
Sunday: Frigid, 19 | 10 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


ECOT online school 
could close this month 


The ECOT online charter 
school could close by the end 
of this month after financial 
problems led its sponsor 
and oversight agency to pull 
away. A3 


Nation &World 


Senate will debate 
surveillance program 
Senate leaders are planning 
to send to the president’s desk 
next week a bill to reauthorize 
the government’s authority to 
conduct foreign surveillance 
on U.S. soil, despite opposition 
from privacy advocates 
and mixed messages from 
President Donald Trump. A10 


Mudslide search: Rescue 
workers are slogging through 
knee-deep ooze and using long 
poles to probe for bodies as the 
search drags on for victims of 
the recent mudslides. A10 


Walmart increases pay, 
closes some Sams Clubs 
Walmart is boosting its 
starting salary for U.S. workers 
and handing out bonuses but 
announces that it is closing 
10 percent of its Sam’s Club 
warehouse stores. A11 


Sports 


Cavs come up short, way 
short, against Raptors 


The Cavs are embarrassed 
by a less-than-whole Toronto 
Raptors team, 133-99. It was 
Cleveland’s worst margin of 
defeat and most points al- 
lowed this season. The Cavs 
arrive at the season’s mid- 
point (41 games) losers of six 
out of eight. B1 


Forum 


A plan for becoming 
a good old man 


Commentary: Writer Eric 
Zorn assembles a list of 
“new-decade resolutions” — a 
set of rules to try to live by so 
as not to become a certifiable 
old codger. E1 


Diversions 


‘Get Out’ star Kaluuya 
ignoring the spotlight 
Actor Daniel Kaluuya’s star 
turn in “Get Out,” is bring- 
ing him some acclaim, but 
he’s not buying it. “I don’t 
think you become a (house- 
hold) name with just one 
job.” P1 


cleveland.com 
Whats causing this 


wintry mix of weather? 
Cleveland.com 
meteorologist 
Kelly Reardon 
explains the at- 
mospheric setup that leads 
to freezing rain instead 
of snow. See her video at 
cleveland.com/weather 
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2018 taxes 


DAMIAN PALETTA 
Washington Post 


Millions of Americans 
will need to use a new 
Internal Revenue Service 
online calculator to en- 
sure their new paychecks 
are accurate, Trump ad- 
ministration officials said 
Thursday as they issued 
guidelines for implement- 


Friday, January 12, 2018 


ing the recently passed tax 
law. 

The guidelines are neces- 
sary for businesses to calcu- 
late how much to withhold 
in taxes from employees’ 
paychecks beginning as 
soon as next month. The 
White House said Thursday 
that businesses should make 
these adjustments by Feb. 15, 
part of the administration’s 


push for millions of workers 
to see bigger paychecks as 
quickly as possible. 

In rushing the process, 
the Treasury Department is 
asking companies to rely on 
outdated forms to help deter- 
mine how much to withhold. 

A senior IRS official said 
Thursday that Americans 
with simple tax situations 
are likely to get accurate 


Bigger paychecks for Feb. 


IRS to put withholding calculator online for taxpayers 


those who tend to itemize 
their tax returns, will need to 
use the online tool to ensure 


their taxes. The online cal- 
culator will not be available 
until sometime next month. 
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: What you 
: need to know 


i m Withholding adjustments 
i may mean bigger paychecks 
i starting about Feb. 15. 


' m You may need to use an 
: online tool to make sure 

! you are not dramatically 
paychecks next month. But ' overpaying or underpaying 
many Americans, including i your taxes. 

' m The online calculator will 
i not be available until some- 


1 i time next month. 
they are not dramatically | 

overpaying or underpaying ' E If you find the withholding 
: from your paycheck is inac- 

: curate, it will be incumbent 

i on you to tell your employer 
i to make the necessary cor- 


i rections. 
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NE Ohio faces triple threat 
of flooding, ice and snow 


JOHN KUNTZ | CLEVELAND.COM 


ce piles up on the edge of a bridge on Valley Parkway near the Cedar Point Road 
intersection in the Cleveland Metroparks Rocky River Reservartion on Thursday 
during an unusual January heat wave. With heavy rains coming, flooding in local rivers 
could be a major problem. And Northeast Ohioans will need to stay weather-aware today 
and Saturday as an incoming storm is expected to dump snow and glaze the roads in ice. 
See stories, Page A8 


Tony PuGH 
McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration’s 
move Thursday to require 
Medicaid enrollees to work 
for their health coverage 
touched off an ethical and 
ideological standoff over 
the seemingly conflicting 
government role in aiding 
the poor and the desire to 
move those receiving as- 


Reversing Obama-era approach 


Medicaid can link to work rules 


Administration opens door to states imposing requirements 


sistance toward self-suffi- 
ciency. 

Supporters say the 
Medicaid work require- 
ment will foster an im- 
proved work ethic, cut 
government dependency 
and weed out people who 
don’t really need the as- 
sistance. But critics say 
the requirement will be 
expensive to administer, 
provide an unnecessary 
barrier to coverage and 


penalize people who can’t 
work due to undiagnosed 
medical problems. 

Most expect the new pol- 
icy to face a legal challenge. 

Nonetheless, Kentucky 
is expected to be the first 
state to impose a work 
mandate, followed per- 
haps by Vice President 
Mike Pence’s home state of 
Indiana. 


SEE MEDICAID | A8 


BLOOMBERG NEWS 
Seema Verma, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services administrator, 
says that new state work 
requirements could be 
beneficial for Medicaid 
recipients. 


Election 2018 


Renacci 


promised 
help from 
Trump 


Exits governor's 
race for Senate bid 


SETH A. RICHARDSON 
srichardson @cleveland.com 


Hours after he switched 
races to run for the U.S. 
Senate, U.S. Rep. Jim Re- 
nacci said Thursday that 
President Donald Trump 
and the administration have 
guaranteed him help during 
the upcoming election. 

Renacci, who is from 
Wadsworth and left the 
governor’s race to challenge 
Democratic U.S. Sen. Sher- 
rod Brown, was asked by 
the Trump administration 
to run after days of specu- 
lation. 

Treasurer Josh Mandel 
dropped out of the race 
Friday, citing his wife’s un- 
disclosed illness, leaving 
Republicans scrambling to 
find a candidate. 


SEE RENACCI | A13 


Immigration 


President 
rejects 
deal on 
‘Dreamers’ 


Trump uses crude term 
to describe some nations 


Lisa Mascaro 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — As he re- 
jected a bipartisan compro- 
mise Thursday to resolve 
the standoff over so-called 
Dreamers, President Donald 
Trump asked participants 
in an Oval Office meeting 
why the U.S. should accept 
immigrants from “shithole 
countries” in Africa, accord- 
ing to two people briefed on 
the meeting. 

“What do we want Hai- 
tians here for?” the president 
asked, according to the peo- 
ple briefed. 

“Why do we want all these 
people from Africa here? 
Why do we want all these 
people from shithole coun- 
tries?” 

The president added, “We 
should have people from 
places like Norway.” 


SEE DACA | A16 
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